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May cho win! af Lords Da Days,, made 
- bulinets to rear: of chis Text, ' ina way! tha 
\ chonght did-moſt/tend to: the informites ſe 

Judgmenns : Andito.char purpoſe have raiſeeleveral 

Obſervations, anc drawmſeveral laterenge-ftom it. 

[ mean nowtoTreavos i©imanorhioet'way, and to 
apply tay :ſel{'wholly co-the! praliaypeeed che P Pra 
Ctice of it. 

.\ And tadecd. the-Nature: of the Sermon F im to 
mak, : :dorh callfoethiafrom\me. For FartnoW'to 
rake nayleave of you'; ris being che lafÞ'timme in ah 

robabilit jcrharb-fhall Preach .armong'you 4s'your 
iniſtet} "Arad cherdfoke 1 fuippoſe good /AdvBbarit 

Exhortation will more become meat chits "inn 

a cloſe :Diſcotrſeuponia Text | 

And yet, nos: dotly' afford \rdarrex hong) 
without ſtraining it, for ſuch a purpoſe ; Nor as" 

0 


py, ; 


CY 
T5D RA Io SS3/508 


hy 6: " B 
do I know a Text in the Bible, that I could more 
willingly picch upoa to leave with you, as the laſt 
advice I would giye you, and as the Sumand Con- 
cluſion of my Preachihg: Fe! you ; than theſe 
Vords of St. Paul 1 bn now read to you. + - - 

Ler me thetefbre ar rhis rimie, addreſs my ſelf to 
you all: as the Apoſtle here'did'at che'tonclaſton of 
his. Bpdlle tothe Philippians, Emnally Brethren what- 
former, URS. are true, BEG. 1+ 

Here : are a great many things recommended b FM 
Apoſtle t c'our thotghts and purſuic, If we would 
makea diſtribution ot them, Þ believe they will all 
naturally enough fall under theſe Four Heads. For'the 
things here recommended are not ſo many as the words 
by-which they areexptelt; there being (everal Words 
uſed in-this Equmeration;; that-are of the ſame ing- 
porrance, and;{cem to expreſs |muchithe ſame thing. 

The Fogr HeadsI would reduce-them'to are theſe, ', - 

» I. . A:con(tant Adherence to the true Religion. 

63 6, Honeſty! and: Fuſtice. iranr Dealingss! 011,55) | 
H,'; 4-Life of ftaith- Purity, oppoſition to Senſ 

aliry and Lewdnels. 

3 bV.; Tbe:edarning the Dattrind of God wich broke ſs, 

by the conſtant Praflice-of- every otbexxthing that's Vartus: 

eas or Conmendable, or well chought of: by Mankind.” 

'This, . as; [take it, is a fait atcounc of the Parts 

of. chis Text;,.and theſe I hal: makeche Heads of 
my following Exhoration.! - 

[ begin with the firſt, ; |Emnally ant Brethren hae, 
forvenibings 4eris, think: o_w. ha..: 97 but 

bat 1} : Joon 6 dotil 100 8 gmintgs;t 10Phe 
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happy, we of this Church are, above all rhe other 


rn 
7 The Truths chat S.\Payl hereexhortschem co.think 
0h are; undoubtedly the Tiuths of the of Jeſas 
:Chriſt; which he: kad xdelivered;to them! ::Thele.he 


. would; have-thernito: think upon, and perfaftin,and 
never to be, prevailed upon by any TO ro 


depart from them. 


Ler me now apply this Advice of his to you: It 


| bs the particular Bleſſing of God to this Kingdom, 
and an ineſtimable Blefling it is, that he has not on- 


ly vouchſlafed us the Light of his Goſpel for many 


years, but He. has alſo taken Care that the Truths of 
1t ſhould, be delivered to us with greater Puriry and 


Sincerity, and freer from the mixtures of;Errour than 


.to moſt, I was going to ſay, than.to any ontenPe. 


pie in the World. | 
If it lay'in your way to make obſervations con- 


: cerning 'the Stare: of: Reljgion/-in othe#:; Countrics; 


nay or but to read the Accounts that are giyeniof it:: 
Lam ſure you would be convinced how exceedingly 


Churches in Chriſtendom, x 3% 191014 92 nt 
O therefore let us all firmly adbere,couhk. "Truths 
we have been taught; to the Truths we:have hitherto 


.Dade,Profeſlion of. And. let us hirmly;adhere og thar 


Church which: hath held forth theſe Trupbss9 Ss: and 
taught, us this Profeſſion. 
.: We donor pretend that anyChurch. is infallibleand | 


- therefore: nor ours ;; But this! \WE: dare. lay and.we gan 


juſtifie ; char if we take our meaſures concerniagthe 


- Truths of Religion from the /Rules of the Holy Scri- 
Py and the Placform.of rhe Priminiye Cares, 


CJ 
the Chuwchof England is undonitedly barh'as ro Do- 
Qrineahd Worlbip,. che Put Chanchthavis m this 
dayin the World 5 the- moſt Onhiodox in Paith; pd 
the. fretſt-on the:one hand from dolatr yard Super 


tion and on. the: other hand from Fretiſineſe and 


Enthuſiaſm .of any now extant. 


Nay I do farther ſay wirh great feriouſhefs,and as- 


onethat expects to-be-called to-acconmnt ar the tread 
ful rare mateAe for what] now 'ſay,if Ido nor 
ipeak in That [dvininiy Conſcience be- 
 heve, thatif'che __ of Felus Chrift,as it is deli- 


verd inthe New Feſtamem, be the trueReligion-(as 


Lamicerramniit is: ) 'Then che 'Communion'6f the 


Churthiof Englaxd:is-a lafe way toSalvation,and the 


fafcſt of any I know in the World. 

And therefore I do-exhort youall inthe Name of 
God, ftedfaſtly'to holdandto prIae in chi5Com- 
-munion. 


Here you have the Things that areitru. Think of 


them and embrace them heartily ; and Live and Dic 


;3n the Profeſſion of: them: This:i is the :iDoRrine'T- 
have-always Taught you, and by the Grace of God. 


| rricdn to Practiſe accordingly. 
1].- Fhe-nexr thing I have to recommend*to 


fromtheſe-words of the Apoſiteis Univerlal Hnly 
and Juſtice-and Righteouſnefs in your Converſation. 
Whatſoever things (laith he) are true, whatſocver things 


"vi honeſt; whatſoever things are If; ; thi on xheſc 
Things 
-You ie T join +thefe'two words Honeſt and Jaſ 


together; as'importing ehe ſame thing. Tho yer: | 
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am aware that che word we here' render Honeſt is 


"often uſed i another ſignification, thar'is to fay for 


Grave or Yenerable : But ſince that other ſi gnification 


falls in moſt properly under my laſt Head, I wave'ir 
| here and take the word as our Tranſlation readers it.) 


Indeed itiis in vain to expect'any Tenor from 


-our profeſſion of the Truth, if we be not incerely 


Juft and Honeſt in our Adtions. 
Whoſoever can atlow himlfelt in the practice. of 


in diſhoneſt,” knaviſh, indirect Dealitig, let let that 


Man be never ſo Otthodox 3 in his Belief and' Opini- 


ons ; yetT am ſure he is no true Chriſtian. 


' O therefore let meexhort you all, whatever Inte: 
reſts you haveto ſerve ; ' whatever Dealings you ate 


ingaged in, to be always fridtly Juſt and Upright in 


your Cony erſation,” Uſe no Tricks, praQtiſe hol 


Arts for the ſerving your efids, bur in all your trahſ- 


actions with Men, deal with that” Simplicky arid 
Integrity and good Conſcience, that becomes thoſe 
who would be accounted the Diſciples of Hirn*who 


'was themoſt Innocent, theitnoft' — ah this yy 
Intrigueing Perſoriin the World. / 


Affure your {elves no diſhoneſty cah roRyertbi 
\WhatevePturns you may: ſerve by' it ar preſet) ye 


'yort 1 will bitterly repent! of it ſornerimeor- other, (Blit 


Righteouſnelsand Juſtice d6th eſtabliſha mans ways. 


_ theup pright Man; thohe ig'not alwa var rich- 


ves always xoatketh not ſurely;2: And 432[6r* 
rt Gat event. py things; ORs =_ that Gat? 


Almighty has pronounced? 'that no'Unrighteons (men, ' 
#10 Covetous, ii0 Liars, no Extortionts's, fhathentter MEWhe 


"Ringdonof Biedven. « Bytito/go on 181109" TH 


Þ 


[L 10 } 

HI. The next thing I have to exhort you to from 
the words of my Tex: is the Practice of Purity. For 
after the Apoſtle hath recommended che purluic. of 
things that are true, and the things that are boneſt and 
juſt, henext adds the things that are pure, - ; Meanin 
hereby that we ſhould ſtudy to: be:pure and cha 
and temperate both in our Hearts and Lives ; avoiding 
all Excetles, and Lewdneſs, and Senſuality. 

And it he thought ic convenient. in- that Age of 
ſtri&nels and ſeverity and devotion, to put the Chri- 
{trans in mind of this : I am ſure it is not only con- 
. venient bur neceſſary to do it, in this Ape "4 ours, 
when Luxury and Debauchery, when Whoredom 
and Drunkenneſfs, and all ſorts of Vices that are con- 
rrary to Purity, are grown to that height among us, 
that we leem to Jeb God Almighty by our impu- 
dent Practice of chem, and provoke Him to give us 
up to Deſtruction. - 

I pray God make the whole Nation deeply ſen{1ble 
of the Folly and Wickedneb, -as well as of the dan- 
oer and. dreadful Conlequences of chele Practices. 
And as for you who arc here preſent, let me beſpeak 
you in the Words of the Apoſtle ; Dearly Beloved, 1 
beſeech you as Strangers ,and Pilgrims, - ta abſtam: from 
fleſhly Lnſts, which wer \againſt the Saul. : I beleech 
you as you have any Honor for your Lord and Ma- 
ſer, as you have any regard to the preſervation of a 
Senfe of Religion in your Minds, as you have any con- 
cern for your Health, for your Eſtates, for your Fa- 
milies ; as you have any reſpe& tothe Publick, that 
Effeminacy and Sottiſhnels and Diſeaſcs may not be en- 
cailed upon gur Poſterity; .laſtly as you love your on 


_— 
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Souls, 2td hope ever to (ee the face of God in Heaven, 
learn to live Sobetly, learn to live Chaſtly, tearn £9 
practiſe Purity and Temperance in all your Conyer- 
(action. Avoid Whotedom and Drunkenneſs 25 you 
would the Plague, for certainly they are'the-worlt of 
Plagues to thern that uſe chem : For other Plagues do 
only pur our Bodies in danger, bur theſe do endanger 
both” our Sonls and Bodies. Nay as to the'one (I 
mean our Souls } they will prove certain inevitable 

Deſtruction without Repentance and Reformation. 
[ know theſe things are tnade flight Matters of by 
a great 'mafy among us.. But affure your ſelves God 
will not account them ſo; it is certain he will nor, if 
we may believe his Word ; for it is there told as cx- 
eſly that Whoremongers and Adulterers God will judye. 
And withal, thar neither Adnlterers, nor Fornicators, nor 
unclean Perſons, nor Drunkards ſhall ever inherit the King- 

dem JL. God or of Chriſt. 
YV. I proceed to che laft Head of Advice thar is gi- 
' ven in my Text. The Apoſtle having inftanced in 
Three things neceſfary ro be daily thought upon and 
urſued by all Chrifttans, viz, 'Trath and Honeſty atid 
"urity, leaves off ro meddle any farther with particu- 
lars, and ferns vp' che reft of his Advice in, generals. 
And thar ſur, cores ro this, that as we are Chriſtians 
we ſhould nor only take care of the'chree forementio- 
ned things, but fhould make ie, our bufineſs to im- 
prove our felves ini every orher fort of Virtue ; nay in 
every other (orc of thing char is Praiſe-worthy, or that 
is well eſteemed of among Mankind, So that really 
it {honld be the endeavor of our Lives to render our 
ſelyes 4s excellent 'arid as exemplary for all forts of 5- 
B 2 


miable 
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miable Qualities as it is poſlible for men to be in this 

World. | | 
This I take to be the full meaning of thole four ex- 
refſions that follow in my Text, Whatſoever things 
are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report, if there be 

any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, think of the(e things. 
And now Brethren,ſee from hence what your Ob- 
ligations are. _ You;thar haye;ſuch a glorious Light 
vouchſafed you ; ſuch unvaluable Promiſes, ſuch 
mighty Affiſtances made over to you by the Goſpel 
of Chriſt : You mult in Reaſon imagine that in re- 
turn of theſe great Advantages, , great things are ex- 

pected from you. 7 | 

It will not fatisfie your Engagements,that you do 
believe and profeſs the Golpel,that you do no wrong, 
to your Neighbours, that. you are neither given to 
Lewdneſs nor Drunkenneſs, (tho yet evea theſe, as 
the World goes, are very great things, and could all 
Men that profeſs Chriſtianity truly - this of them- 
ſelves, we ſhould foon ſee Heaven upon Earth) But 
your Chriſtianity obliges you to aſpire after greater 
things ; you muſt ger your ſelves; poſſeſſed of the 
. Whole Circle of Virtues ; you mult be Kindand Cha- 
ritableas well as Juſt and Honeſt; you mult be Yood-/F, 
and Meek and Humble, as well as Temperate and Chaſt. 
Nay not only fo, but you are to labour. after all 
theſe ſeyeral Virtues, in the full, Lacitude and Extent 
of them, even to that degree that every thing which 
hath but the appearance of Evil isto be avoided by you. 
You are not only to abſtain from Acts of Injuſfice, 
but even from doing a hard thing to any one ; you 
are not only to. keep your ſelves within che known 
'_ __—_ Limits 
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all choſe things rhac. border upon.the Vices oppoſite 
rhereunto, and ſo as toall other inſtances; if any thing 
be of ill Report, and looks infamauſly to the ſober 
part of Mankind, . why that very Conlideratign is e- 
nough to deteryou from the Praftice of it; For,you | 
are to recommend your Religion to all the Men in 
the World, by ,all;the, ways tha are poſſible... 

. Ina Word youare to, endeavour to, be 49 free om 


— blame in your whole Converfation ad jo poflibly 
£Z—==*can, and notonly ſo, but to be as go 


_ as much good as yourCircumſtances will-allow-you. 
g Y JUtances WILAaHOW:YOL 


,and to.do 


 Thisnow is to bea Chriſtian indeed); by thusen- 
deavauring you truly walk worthy of that high and 
heavenly. Calling, wherewith you are called, and 
you do \(as the Apoſtle adviſes) , adorn the Dpttrine of 
God in glk things; and happy, extreamly happy ;are 


they that do-thus, for great is their Reward : Great 


when Jeſus Chriſt Chall;come with all rhe Powers 


BEES IELTED, 


of rave 10.69 
Wo”; 


honoured him. © 
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mheans which we are to obſerve, if we would practiſe 
this Texc ; and hete 1am ro begin anew with my 
Advices. Several things I have to reprefent upon 
this Occaſton and to exhort you to. - I am not much 
ſolicicous, whether they ſtrictly belong to my Argt- 
ment or no. But [ defire to leave them with you, 
as things that I judge to be very uſeful, and which 
I wiſh may be everremembred'by you." 
And the Firf thing T would extiort you tos this, 
That you would endeavour to poſſeſs your Minds with a 
hearty Senſe of God Almighty, and the abſolnte Neceſſity 


of being ſeriouſly Retigions. 


I do nor mentron this, as if I thought there was 
any need to caution you againft Atheiſm or Infidelity, 
for I hope not many among us are inclined thar way. 
Mankind are naturally diſpoſed co believe a God and 
Religion, and fince' rhrough God's Bleffing © it is 
Chriſf.aniry that is the Religion of our Coumry, and 
in which we have been of Educared : Took opon 
an Atheiſt or an Infidel among us, to bea ſort of Pro- 
digy, a ftrange unafuat Creatare, vaſtly different 
from thoſe of his own Kind. ORs 

| Bur here is the thing. Though moſt of as-profets 
Religion arid the true Religion, yer many of us 
have no lively or hearty Senſe of it, We nfe Reli- 
gion as we do our Cloths, They are very convenient, 
nay pe: haps neceflary,” and therefore we wear thenn, 
and for the particular fort or mode of themm(we fol- 
low, as tothar, the Cuſtom of rhe Coumtrey where 
we live. Yetas the Ctochs we wear do not alter che 
Complexion or Featuresof our Body,ſo nethicr dorh 


the 


UM 


UM 


INES 

the Religion. we Profels any more affect the Temper of our 
Souls, We{erve our ſelves in bovhi'Cafes of che outward: Con- 
veniencies thatare tobe had by them, but we are ſtill the ſame 
to-our Perlons both as outward and inward Lineaments. 
- - Bur. alas-this: is a very. ſorry; way of being Religious 
and will. do .us- no greatkindnels, We may perhaps reap 
ſome ſecular advantages by it, but yer even the very trouble 
and. pains it puts us to, do equal the Conveniencies we have 
fromut;., The Meathart live thus,- are juftiſervedlike thoſe 
thar work in rich Mines. They aredaily.imployed about 
Gold and Silver or Gems, and they work hard; and they 
have their days wages for. their Labour, but they are not a 
whit the ticher for tbe Treaſures that come into-their hands; 

Your Religion will never ferve-youto atiy: extraordinary 
purpoſes, till your Hearts be affected with ir as well as your 
Underſtandings.. 'Ler me therefore adviſe you, As you love 
eirher your Happineſs inthis World, 'orinthe/next, make it 
your principal care to ger a lively and vigorous Senſe of God 
rimprefſed upon your Minds. And look upon it as the greateſt 
Intereſt you have to carry on, the.greatelt:Buſineſs you have 


' to-do in this/World-{ as icrcally is} torapprove your ſelyes 


tothis:God by a ſincere endeavour inall your Converſation, 
to walk as his Son Jeſus Chrift hath raughttyou. If you do- 
this, yolr-will certainly find the- Sweer-and »Comforr: of it 
both'here and hereafter, 0 9 he 
Whenall is ſaid, it is a vain thing for any man to expect: 
atolerablec calic paſlage:rhrough this World, -unlels he have 
cieHopevof Gods' Pavour troſupporthimiimderthe Multi 
tade of evil:Acodents which the! State of Humane Life will 
nece{arily \(expole him to. And as for the other World, with- 
out'thefe Hopes he is perfeRly loſt : And to be''able' ro' cn- 
certain any rational Hopes of God's Bleſſing and Favour, is 


L 16 ] 

2 very 'vain'thing likewiſe,” unleſs we 'make' it'our bufirie(s 
with our whole: Hearcs and*Souls to ſerve and pleaſe and 
obey Him. | SIR CEII COOTIT 

There are a great many Rules and-Maxims that we uſe 
ro give to qur Friends or our Children-for the making'their 
Forcunes, -and'Þ canner deny bar they are exceeding good 
ones. Thus for inftance, we adviſe them to get a true un- 
derſtanding of: their Buſineſs, | and ro purſue it diligently, 
co keep our ob if] Company, ro avoid Drinking or 'Gam- 
ing and Lewdnels, *and to ſtudy the Tempers and' Tu- 
mors of Mankind, and to learn to apply themſelves dex- 
terouſly to thoſe they: have occaſion to-converle with ; why 
theſe and-{uch others: are excellent Rules andimoſt worthy 
of all Men:to be -{tudied - and practifed.'- But ſtill there 
is one Rule above all theſe, .and without which all the 0- 
ther will lignifie very little tothe making a.Mans Life eaſie 
and comfortable ;-and rhatis' ro preſerve'a lively ſenſe'of 
God upon our Spirits, to: have his 'Fear always: before our 
Eyes,. to love him. above all things, to value his Favor 
more than'Life, and to.dread his Diſpleafure asthe worſt 
of, Evils.», IK we-cancbur once geriour Sobls into:this frame, 
we havedone our Bufinels both for this World-and for-Erer- 
nity ; All the other particular Rules and Advices will.be in 
a great aneaſneiſtperfluous; for he that. is poſlefled of this 
good Principle will of courſe naturally fall into che;pra&tice 
of them. - And belides this Fear and Love-:of God: in/our 
Hearts, 45/5 ghe-molt effectual means, .aegording/to/the 
ulual Diſpoli;ion.of-the Divine: Providenteyc20 purjus-into 
good-Circumſtances of Etving $ fo tt 1s the only,/okans.of 
making, our Circumſtances happy-to-us, if they be. good; 
or of making themealte and lupportable,' it ahey Þe bad, « 
t ho v4l br Ralf - bo9 to cool Lanops vni nidirdo 
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took. care of Man 
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Ids therefore moſt. carneſtly recommend it 
to you, as, you delirc that cither you or ;yours 
may proſper, nay, as you would notbe.yery avi- 
ſcrable; be not.contented with aſuperficial out- 
ſide Religion, bur affect your mindgas-dceply as 
s poſſible. ich a ſenſe, of God, and what you 
owe to hum ; and endeavour to, umnpreſsthe ſame 
ſenſe upon your Friends and; Children, and all 
that arc abovur you. Thetruth of it. is, fo much 
doth our preſent happineſs, as:well:as. our fyu- 


ture, depend; upon; this belief, af God, and love 


to him, and hopes of his favour; that were it 
not for this,the preſent World with all: cheima- 
ginary pleaſures and glories of it. would: appear 
to.all wile. and, good men, ”not.' only; an'empty 
dull unfatisfadtory.place, but, a' diſmal. mclan- 
choly priſon. If t was ſuppos'd that all chings 


here were the effects of blind Chance, or fatal 


Neceſſity, and that there.were no Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs that did, j refide. over the. World, or 

k care of Mankind; no.conſidering man 
could defire to live here. .. ; ..- 11. 
The, Second thing I would leave with you, is 
this, That after you bave got.into your minds a 
hearty ſence of God and his Provic ence, and his 
preſence and goodneſs; fo as that you mean to 
make it the buſineſs of your liveso.recommend 
your {clycsro him; you would n che nexe place; 
take carc to keepup that ſenſe by a conflant. and 
daily Worſhip of him. G - For 


- 
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Eot God's Take, and for yolttr wh Sonls ſake, 
do/nor neglect 'your Prayers. Yon muſt never 
chink tharGod' wil bI48 you; if Fouts for 
make a- Conſciente'vf Yaily Þaf Ing him Fon 
tribate of Honour ard” Worthip.” 

Be'ſure thercfore, you be conftant m your 
private Devotions. As you every day receiverhe 
renewed pledges of God's Jove and goodneſs to- 
wards you iha thouſand inftances: To let evety 
day your affection and gratirude bt expreſs'd ro 
hin by-hearty Prayer and Harkin; This 
is abſolutely neceflary 'to 'be done, as T have 
often w91d* you; if you phcan to prelerye any 
hearty: ſerife 6f Religion # your tinds. '''* 
77Bub beſides this'T bive another thing” ro; re- 


coh\rfiend ro alÞ rhoke that have Families: "They 


atE Heads ard Goverttouts'of a Sotety. Forin- 
deed the firſt notion of Sorrery, is. that of a Fa 
mily. Every Family is a little Kingdom,” and 
every ' Kitigdom 48 or'pught to be a a great Fa- 
truly. * Now is it natural; Tir decent, t 
ſhould be any Socicty npoh earth wherein'C 
ſhould nor be-owned and HL And ye 
woe be tous; how taany thoufkan 
are there in this Kingdotn, nay, I'am afraid, 
even in and about this City, wherein God. is 


not fo much- as named in publick, unleſs 5 ry 
haps by the' way of affrotit, "by rhe vaY. off FE 


T4 ” 
> WS 
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fine or Swearing. 


of Families 
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.We. Sce complain-of: the ard 
nefs.and rafaneneſs:: and: irreligian thatiharh. 


penn the: face of Nan oO I-douhe 
a great deal ofthe blame of at liesupon the Houl- 


kane the Maſters. of Fanulics among:us.; If 


they-woulditalke botrer:'care:-of itheir Children F 
and Servants, and let them know what ic 15to 
worſhip God, things would notbaſobadamong 

Us. But how'|canwe expett3berter; + when:there | 


ane | We give ourdomeſticks. opportunities 
enough, of lcarning all our, bad qualitics; bucwe 
give then none' of Icarm ng our | mmmmrretee By. 
we: have any. mr bo2* 
[They —— \God. haut [aides raſh 


"FF £4 ? $ 
n<ither taught(or/ practiſed; our - © 


words aid Par Fry ag ns they: doinatr ſee: as... 


rcpenting;, and asking; God's pardon: 
lemn Praycrs and applications to the 'T rone'of 
Grace. |. Let/us therefore {criouſly tay: dis PAIN 
to heart»; lam fure we haveult cave todo ar; 
fo pheqmangr ir. was nk 26 #5 | 
not be contented that once Ap {i 
peoplein their turns ſhould hear ſomething: 
Lert:us:every day: call ourcfamilyt 
y' our common tribute :of Prayer: 
: the mercies: we:do daily: received common: 
. Merhinks our Saves! benbed! : 
ſpect to this ver naQocihange 1 
ae "when Lomade in us)thatgraci 
2 


bour;ſos. 
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mule that cycn, where two:or three were gathered 
rogether in his name; there would he be in themidf 
of_ them, Sure, his:words have:moſt naturally:a 
reſpect to the worſhip-of God that 1s perform'd 
in Families. | As hath:hikewiſe the very .contri- 
vance of the {:Lord's:..Prayer:. all-the Petitions 
thereof being 1ſo:framed,/ as to be moſt proper 
to. be faid by more than-:one, and yet too when 
we:haveſhnt our:doors:for- that-purpofe. :Bur, -: 

- Therdly,\ As:yqu:ought to: take care: aboutthe 
monte of God. in your Cloſets: and in. your 

amilies ; let: me add,-that .it equally concerns 
rFou:to> frequent: the: more publick: worthip:of 
God in his own houſe. Ir 1s a bad . ſign of ſome 
very 1] Principle: or other,” for: any:man to: be 
much a ſtranger there: :Even to have the liber- 
ty..and-oppartunity of worſhipping God1n pub- 
lick, is one of the: greateſt bleflings and privi- 
ledges that we can have 1n this World ; and 
hath by good men'always been::{o! accounted. 
Now.1ure, if — this Notionof 1t, we ſhall 
think our ſelves mightily concerned to take all 
opportunitics that come in our way,: not.only 
on Sandays;;but onother days, of reſorting: to 
the 'publick Aſſemblies, and joyning with them 
in the ſolemn ſacrifice of Prayer and. Thankſ- 
giving ; and.thinking it:a:good day tous where- 
1n:we: have:thus employed our felves. |: 1 
- The Sacrifices of- this kind that we _— 
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God with an honeſt and devout mind, we Cant 
not doubt will always find acceptanceand 
duce ther cffe&ts;' nay perhaps'when'vur oa 
ſer-prayers will nor. For there are certainly 
more. promiſes to publick prayers than to private 
ones. Tho' yer both are very good, nay borh 
are abſolutely neceſſary. - But ro-proceed, 
Fourthly, Being upon this Argument of the 
means and inſtruments of Religion, you may be 
farce I cannot omit the mentioning of another 
thing, as one of thoſe points that I would 'moſt 
ſeriouſly recommend to you, and that is the ſo- 
Jemn 'obſervation of the Lord's-Day. '''! 
Lam not'for laying: ſtreſs upon-the keeping of 
this day, or any other, more than'the nature'of 
the thing requires. 1 amy ſenſible'that the do- 
&rine about the obſervation of the Sabbath; 4s 
it 1s delivered by fome' Men, is ſuperſtitious: <> 
nough,and oftentimes,where it is believed; proves 
rather a ſnare tro mens Conſtiences, than'of uſe 
to, make them more Religious: © [Fat therefore 
am I from deſiring you to be nice and ſcrupn: 
lous. about the Punfilio's'of the Lord's day ler: 
vice. : The Laws both of God: and men havein 
that matter left a grear-deal to your own- dy- 
cretion, and the circumſtances you-art”in.-'But 
howexyer.thus.much is:neceſſary;\that-every. Han 
who, profefſeth himfelf a Chriſtian! ſhould 
a > cankant Religious 'tegard to the Lord's Days 
| 4 
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'by deyoting it to ſpiritual uſes, more eſpecially 
the publick worſhip of God,” /  : 1455 
1 doa,net much doubroof the truth of the ob- 

ſexvation which ſome good men have made,viz. 

Thata manſhall proſper much better both in his 
Spiritual and Temporal affairs,all theweck after, 
for his carcful obſervanceof the Lord's day. And 
lam likewiſe of opinion that thoſe men haye 
little-ar. na {enſe.of Religion, that make:no' con- 
ſcience of ſanEtifying that day,or that pur no dif- 
ference between it and other days. Sure Tam,were 
there nothing of a divine command for the ſet- 
ting apart this day to Religious uſcs(which yet 1 
beheve there.1s); yet 1t'1s one of the moſt;pru- 
dentand uſeful Conſtitutions that eyer was made. 
So that even. upon that :account, all men that 
have any. hofour for God, or zeal :for the 'pub- 
lick good, ſhould think- themſelves 'obliged to 
obſerve it. PSCOIETEE, 30! 

The benefits.of it are indeed unfpeakable.Not 

tO mention-the Civil or Temporal convemiences 

of it; in truth to the keeping up the Religion 
of this day we owe in a great meaſure that the 
very Face of Chriſtianity. hath hitherto been pre 
ſerycd among us. And were 1t not for this,for any 
thing I know;. moſt of us 1n a very few years 
would becomelictle bettarthan Heathens & Bar. 
baxzans.And ſo greatan influence rowardsthemx- 
king mea beiyer, or at leaſt keeping them from 
] grow- 
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growing wotke, hath this practice always had; 
that you may obſerve the moſt prothgare men. 
among us, who for their wickedneſs come to in. 
ubtitmely end, do genetally impure their, falling: 
into-rhoke- ſins which cauſed their death; 'to. 
their breaking the Sabbath, as'they commotnily. 
expreſs 4r. ' But, Ot kr Ls 

Fifthly, Let me upon this, occaſion: pat you: 
in mind of another thing, which-by many. of. 
us is 00 auch negleRed. And, thar js, the td-. 
king 'all opportunirres of coming to the holy: 

-], have often ſpoken to you about this mat-" 
ter,and T now deſire to remind yon of it. There, 
atehtclc hopes you will ever make any greatpro- 
greſs in vertuc and holineſs, rill you can bring: 
your {ves to a frequent and conſtatic particy- 
pation m this holy Myſtery. Becauſe indeed: 
this 15 the ſolenm Ordmance'that Chriſt hath: 
appoinced for 'the | conveying his; grace to. us, 
and mabling's to oyercome'our fins, and grow 

daily in vertue and goodhefs. © 
1 know we have geregaſly many and inyete- 
rate prejudices as ro rhis maatcer.. Bur aſſure your 
flycs they are meer prejudices, and no_ good 
reaſons. Every man that means and deſigns ho- 
neſtly, and endeavours to lead hislife'as a Chri- 
tian ought co'do;' thay certainly with as little 
fcruple come eyery Month to theCommunion, 
as. 
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as he may come every Week to ſay his Prayers 
or hear a Sermon. Nay, and I ſay further, if a 
man do _not- ſo lead his life, that he may ap-. 
proach to the Sacrament every Month, nay 
every Week, nay every Day, it there be occa-. 
lion; I am afraid that he doth not hye fo, as 
to be fir for it, tho' he comes but once in a 
year, or once in ſeven years. For the dueneſs of 
your preparation doth not depend upon your 
ſetting alide ſo many extraordinary days for the 
forcing your ſclyes into a Religious poſture of 
mind, but upon the plain natural frame and 
temper of your ſouls, as they conſtantly ſtand 
inclincd to vertue and goodneſs. A man that, 
{criouſly indcavours to live honeſtly and rehgi-. 
ouſly may come to the Sacrament at an, hours, 
warning, and be a worthy Receiver. On: the 0- 
ther ſide, a man that lives a carelcſs or a ſenſual 
life may ſet apart a whole Week or a whole 
Month, for the exerciſing Repentance, and pre-. 
paring: himſclf for the Communion, and yet not 
be ſo worthy a Receiver as the. other. And yet 
he may be a worthy Receiver too, provided he 
be really honeſt and ſincere in the matter he 
gocs about ; and provided that he remember his 
vows afterward, and do not ſink again into his 
former ſtate of careleſneſs and ſenſuality. 

Bur to return to my point. I do verily think 
that moſt of the doubts and fears and Inn 

| tnat 
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that are commonly:entereained atnong us;abr 


receiving the Sacrament, arc without: groundior | 


reaſon; and thatevery well difpoſediperſon:that 
hath no otherideſign'in-that: acwwbur co dothis 
duty to:God,and tocxprelsHiisbelict and hopes in 
Jeſus Chriſt,and his:thankfulneſs ro God for him, 
may as ſafely at any..timeicome' to. rhe: Lord's 
table,as he may come'to:'Church to ſay h1s; prays 
ers. And if thecaſe be ſo(as I believer 15) [then 
of what a mighty priviledge and benefit: do they 
deprive themſelves, who when they have fo many 
opportuniries, do ſaſcIdom_joyninthat folemn 
Inſtitution of our Lord,which (as, I ſaid) was dc- 
ſign'd for no other purpoſe; but ro: be the means 
of our growing in grace and yertue; in-loveto 
God: and-:to all the: World. 7 5 

O therefore my Brethren, let me beg of you 
not to be ſtrangers at\the Lord's Table. Bur I 
need not beg it of you; for: am. ſure you will 
not, whenſocyer it ſhall pleaſe God to/ pur it into 
your hearts ſeriouſly to mind the concernments 
of your Souls, and to:;be heartily ſenſible of the 


need you ſtand in of the grace of Chriſt 'for the - 


leading a holy and pure life. | - 6: 
I have but one thing more in the S7xth place, 


to leave with you, and I havedone: Ic is not in- - 


deed of the nature of thoſe things 1 have laſt re- 
commended to you, that 15, a means or 1nſtru- 
ment of growing more yertuous-: but it:1s.a 
| | D | 


principal 
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prinapal yertuc 3ofelfr And I do therefore re: 
corhmend. it. to you;becaule at.1s at all: times-uſc+ 
ful; :arall:tmes ſeaforiable,burt mote eſpecially jr - 
ſeems to be ſomow.:: And that is, thatyouwould 
walk:in: Love; and:{tudy; Peace and Unity; and 
luc in-all dutiful) falodiodito thoſe whom God 
hach-ſet: aver: yon;»2andrendeavour 1nyour ſeve; 
ral:tjations! to;poomioterthe:publick Happineſs 
and Tranquillitychs much as(:s| poffible : Btic by 
no:means: upon--any pretence whatlocyer to di 
ſturb; che 'publick Peate, or to be. any: way: con- 

R——_ withrchemchacdb by ao mcanseverto 
ingage many party ot faction, and» leaſt of all 
any.taction 1n Reigion;which'1 15 .<ponynagn pan 
QJStATe-PDINEITY'7 11715 197, 

I am ſorry the poſture. of. ies: ramong ous 

£s-me occaſion to:mention this matter : but 
it1stoo viſible iro: what:aherghtour animoſitics 
and diſcontents. arc grown; and:what cigiconſe- 
quences 'of them may-beunlets there}bealtnnciy 
{top pur -rothem, Etremble:roothibk! 2 | 1: 

' With mens differences asto their nononsabout 
thePolicicksI am nor:concern'd j+Jernven frame 
what Hypotheſes theyiplcaſe about Governnient, 
tho'I do.nort like: them, -yet'I do not think imy 
f}6-bound co iPreach. againſt: them.' Bat when 
theſe: differences are come to rhat-pals,thatirhey 
threaten boththe Civikand Eccleſiaſtical Peace; 
_—_ l tank No. —_— ſhoald be hilent.: . 
Church- 


atcded;fo fax; as 42 ;Jdee}argecd 
*Mhatgrounds; open War agaup 
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Church-Giyiiic s ;Gogl;1 I , 
Tow. always- _ mManya,QUt .4t.15,) very, Wy 
vousi. that thole DO have. Avant. a yok 
theralelyes the krenda.0h wie ur. 
—— rd ue ol ar - 
. IC 5 -ÞT #; 
And mn ſeends: to. oi height arc.0 it 
regs comes. ,Spme ;peoplo THe eltabl Us ing for: 
erly; wete, vesy.26alous for x \wors 
meas the Chareh chars noBal GL.4 Feld a 
Galicd with it, that-ghey mak&aie _— 
prefenit; at Gur, SExRIGE, oNaks: ANG a REQ: 
et BRA 
PSeand t > rhe 
Sepyrate \ WONgrcgatiQns; 1N\ mnt 40..t 
Publicke 
' What is: xHcnranuwds gf; 7 ya 
and | Separation from:the-&fi al 
caſio 
icanial 


which berecofors was: bnan St 
(and deſeryedly) toad: dp 
of; a iidden, that-it 4» become mes apy 
cent;but-a; duty 2 jGOPI. 1.121 O17 3910 361 pyiews 
Have we:ngtitho ſane; Gaxcrament born 
Clairch.arid- Statsctharwechotroeuly,bad8s: Aye 
we not 4herfafner Arias and Nogung ok iRe: . 
ligion publickly 6wned and profefledandiraught, 
vithoutthe JeaÞalkrratigh UT WOROANE 
fame Liturgy the fams.) 3&4 haycrgHiga 
every day that have worieryy Wat 


there 
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there 'then 'to ground” i ſeparation upon? 
" Yes, But the names in the Prayers are changed, 
and we cannot pray for thoſe that are now in' Autho- 
rity, as we could for thoſe that were heretofore. 
But how unreaſonable 1s this; when 'S. Pail 
has bid'us to put up prayers and ſupplications and 
interceſſions ſor all men, clpecially for Kings and all 
that are in Authority. Doth he make any reftrifti- 
on, any diftinction what \Kngs, or what” perſons 
in Authority we ate to' pray' for, and what not ? 
Doth he nor expreſly' ſay, we muſt pray for. all 
men, and for all yhat tre in authority) Acndidoth 
not the reafonrof hisexhorrationimply as much; 
if his words did not'* Nainely,that"we may ledid 
quiet anid peateable lives 'in all.” golineſs and ho- 
neſly * ee then | EOS 
Bat I pray conlider whar-this/Dodtrine Teads 
ro. Ifthis principle be admitted to be good Di- 
yintty, then farcwel all: che obligations to Eccle- 
fiaſtical' Communion among” Chriſtians. -For 
what Government's there /1n the World thar 
will not meet with ſuch Subjects as arc'not ſa- 
tisfied with ic2"and- if 'thar diſfatisfaftion. be a 
jt cexſon'to break Communion with tac Eſta: 
bliſhed Church, what Ligaments/have we'to tye 
Chriſtians rogether 7 -Whar wilt become of ho/:- 
ing the Unity ' of the Spirit: in the Bond. of 'Prace ? 
Wiiat36'effo confequtdce'rof xhas, - bat: endleſs 
Schikns and Separations pu a 
Ji id S UJ bio 
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But further; I wiſh theſe Perſons would conſi- 
der what an-unaccountable humour it 15,to make 
a Rent and Schiſm in. the Church, upon a'meer 
point of State. 

- Great Revolutions have happen'd in. all Ages 
and 1n all Countrics, and we have frequent-1n- 
ances of them in ſtory. But I believe it will 
not be eaſily found thar ever any Chriſtians ſe- 
parated from the-Church upon account of then. 
Still chey kept unanimouſly to their Doctrine 
and their Worſhip, and never concerned them- 
ſelves farther in the Turns of State (how. great 
ſoeyer they were): than. peaceably to ſubmur to 
the' Powers in being, and heartily to pray to 
God fo. to- pfoſper their Government,and dircet 
all cheir affairs, that all their -Subjefts might lead 
auiet and peaceable lives. under them in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſly.. But when in a. Revolution, a 
Prince was advanced to the Throne, that they 
' looked: upon to: be a: good man, and. an: encou- 
rager of the True Rehigion.; in. that caſe they 
did not only readily ſubmit. ro him, but ac- 
knowledged it as. the great blefling of God to 
them, that he: had: raiſed;-up. ſuch a Man, to rule 
over them. 'This:was the Notion, and chis was 
the Practice of the Prinytve: Chriſtians: as, to 
this matter, I may indeed ;lay of che Chriſtians 
maltAges. And whatever you may-have heard 
to the contrary, I doubt _nat'to ſay thas this os 

the * 
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the very Doctrine of the Church of. Eug/angd, 
© :Ler me therefore exhort all of you to be fol- 
lowers of Peace; to promote publick Unity and 
Concord as much as 1s poſlible ; to ſtudy t@ be 
quict and mind your own bulineſs;-19 be. more 
concerned for your. Country and Nation than 
the Intereſt of any ſingle man 1n 1t;; heartily to 
ſubmit to the Government ; and nbt_ only, ſo, 
but to thank God for: the Bleflipgs. you enjoy 
under it, and- moſt earneſtly to: ptay ;forithe 
Continuance of them : Laſtly, hever to-cſpquſe 
any-party or:faction-againſt; the; Governmgns, 
nor. ever-to be driven away: from:the Gompmu- 
nioti of the Church, of which you have. always 
-profeſſed your ſelves members, By. any, of the 
Trerences which ſome warmmen may ſuggeſt ito 
you This Idareventure to ſay, how.uncafie.locver - 
'ſorne of you now may bein joyning with our 
prayers, you will at laſt be-ten; times, more, yn- 
eaſie in'feparating\ from: us. FÞo Faction/has,nb 
bounds, and 'God :knows whither 1iwill lead. a 
man at laſt; Were:there nothing [elle ; bur ;the 
'Hear and Turbulency, .the.Paflian and, Peevi{h- 
"nefs;/ the bitter -Zeal and Uncharitablenck chat 
'the being of a-Party doth naturally ingage men 
in : I ſay, were there nothing elſe bug this, No 
"man that-conſalts:che peacc:of. his; 0w;8:many, 
would for any 'confideracion leave the /piiblighc 
* Communion,and eſfoule.the caule of a Ae 
vil, ntcretit” 
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Intcreſt;: But-chere arc-worſe Conſequences than 


theſe, and. I'pray God we.may neyer fcel them. 


+. And,now-T have dane with my Exhartation. 
] have ſpoke my ,thaughts very frecly x6-y0n:; 
And I hope you will receive what 1 haye fa 

with the fame kindnefs that I meant x4... And 
tryely 1; have ing, reaſon to, doubr, of,1q;;aftes 19 
long.an experiehce as I have had of your, C1v1; 
lity and Candor./ Indeed duzing all the cpy6 4 
have: been among you. (which hach, FER, now 
near Sixteen, years) I have:pech ſh kindly,'trax 
ted: by you, \and:have received ſo many Tfir 
monies of your: -Good-will, hat 1-cannes.Due 
rake this Qpportuniy of.publickly acknowladgy 


ing my Obligations to you, and retuxggng, Faw 


my Solemn Thanks for Them.. | 

I cannot indeed fay that I Rave done my du- 
ty as I ought, and I heartily beg of God to for- 
give all my deftc&ts. But I have this ſarisfaftior, 
that 1 have fſincerely-endeavonred 1n- atl my 
Preaching, to inſtruct you in the true dodrrine 
of the Goſpe], and to teach you the right way 
that leads to Salvation. And I am lo certain, 
that I have not been, naiſtakeg my 1elf; nor 


miſled you 1h that. matter';. tBat I dare with _ 
Confidence addreſs my [eIF to you 1n femeol tha 


words of the Apoſtle, which do immediately 
follow after my Text : Viz. Thoſe: things which 
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you have learned and received and heard from me, 
do; and the God of peace ſhall be with you. 


-" T ſhall ever blefs God for that Providence. of 
his winch placed me among you ; and as I ſhall 
always, and -do, earneſtly deſire all your pray- 
ers for me; ſo I ſhall always heartily pray for 
you. That God would guide and proſper you; 
that his good Providence would: always watch 
over you for Good ; that he would beſtow up- 
on you and your Children after you all forts of 
Bleſlings needful and convenient for you; 'and 
eſpecially that he would deliver you from eve- 
xy evil 'work, and preſerve you to his Heaven- 
1y-Kingdom. This :God of his infinite mercy 


